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Abstract of JP5259098 

PURPOSETo effectively protect a processing object against 
change in properties without evacuating a vacuum chamber 
such as a transfer chamber to keep it so high in degree of 
vacuum. 

CONSTITUTION: An on-off valve 42 is opened, and transfer 
chambers 14 and 16 are evacuated through a turbo- 
molecular pump from an atmospheric pressure. This 
evacuating operation is made to continue till the transfer 
chambers 14 and 16 attain a pressure of 1X10<-5>Torr or 
so. Then, when the operation is finished, a gas feed on-off 
valve 44 is opened to feed inert gas such as N2 gas of 
prescribed pressure to the transfer chambers 14 and 16 at a 
certain flow rate. On the other hand, an evacuating operation 
is made to continue by a turbo-molecular pump 40. As 
mentioned above, the transfer chambers 14 and 16 are 
evacuated as being supplied with N2 gas, they are kept at a 
pressure of 1X10<-2>Torr or so, and a wafer transfer 
operation is executed under a certain pressure set in degree 
of vacuum as above. 
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